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REPORT OF
THE 18" MEETING OF THE ASEAN WORKING GROUP ON
MULTILATERAL ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENTS (AWGMEA)

25-26 JUNE 2014,
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Introduction

1. The 18" Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group on Multilateral
Environmental Agreements (AWGMEA) was held on 25-26 June 2014 in Bandar
Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam.

2. The Meeting was attended by delegates from Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and the representatives
from the ASEAN Secretariat. Lao PDR, Myanmar, Philippines, and Viet Nam were
unable to attend the Meeting. A representative from UNEP International
Environment Technology Centre (IETC) attended the Meeting to present updates
on ASEAN-UNEP IETC Joint Activities on Waste Management. The list of
participants is in ANNEX 1.

Agenda Item 1: Opening Remarks

3. Hj. Rahmad bin Haji Japar, Director, Department of Environment, Parks
and Recreation, Brunei Darussalam, welcomed all delegates to the 18" Meeting
of AWGMEA. He highlighted that AWGMEA meetings provide a forum for AMS to
share information and experiences and explore potential cooperation to synergise
AMS’ efforts in the implementation of multilateral environmental agreements
(MEAs). He also emphasised Brunei Darussalam’s strong commitment and
involvement in the implementation of MEAs. He wished the AWGMEA Meeting
fruitful deliberation and outcomes. His Remarks are in ANNEX 2.

4. Ms. Teeraporn Wiriwutikorn, Director of Hazardous Substance Division,
Waste and Hazardous Substance Management Bureau, Pollution Control
Department, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Thailand, expressed
appreciation to the Government of Brunei Darussalam for the excellent
arrangements made for the Meeting. She emphasised that global environmental
issues require continued commitment and cooperation from AMS at national,
regional and international level, and participation of AMS in the implementation of
MEAs is one of key approaches to addressing the issues. She also highlighted the
need to continue working towards promoting synergy and ASEAN common
position on negotiation issues at the global level. She also welcomed the inclusion
of the newly adopted Minamata Convention on Mercury in the purview of
AWGMEA. She wished successful and fruitful outcomes for the Meeting.

Agenda Item 2: Election of Vice-Chairperson
5. The Meeting unanimously elected Hj. Rahmad bin Haji Japar, Director,

Department of Environment, Parks and Recreation, Brunei Darussalam, as Vice
Chairperson.
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Agenda Item 3: Adoption of Agenda

6. The Meeting adopted the Agenda as in ANNEX 3.
Agenda Item 4: Business Arrangements

7. The Meeting was held in plenary.

Agenda Item 5: Relevant Decisions of ASEAN Meetings

8. The Meeting noted the ASEAN Secretariat's presentation on Relevant
Decisions of ASEAN Meetings, as in ANNEX 4.

9. The Meeting noted that the 23™ Meeting of ASOEN held in August 2013
endorsed the new chairmanship of ASOEN subsidiary bodies for the period of
2013 to 2016, in which the chairmanship of AWGMEA was handed over from Viet
Nam to Thailand. The Meeting expressed appreciation to Viet Nam for its able
leadership during the past 3 years, and welcomed Thailand as the new Chair of
AWGMEA.

Agenda Item 6: Review of Chemicals-related Events and Activities

Agenda Item 6.1: Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary
Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal

(1) Ninth Meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Basel
Convention, 16-19 September 2014, Geneva, Switzerland

10. The Meeting noted Indonesia’'s presentation on the Upcoming Ninth
Meeting of the Open-ended Working Group of the Basel Convention which will be
held on 16-19 September 2014, Geneva, Switzerland, as in ANNEX 5.

11. The Meeting noted the anticipated issues to be discussed at the OEWG-9,
including the recommendation to COP-12 to adopt work programme for OEWG for
the biennium 2016-2017, update of technical guidelines, and the need to provide
further legal clarity of terms under Basel Convention.

12. The Meeting noted the ongoing discussion on the definition of waste and
non-waste, especially for electronic waste, under Basel Convention. The Meeting
noted that the meeting of the working group on waste and non-waste was chaired
by Malaysia during COP-11 in 2013. Malaysia urged AMS to pay close attention to
this matter due to its possible implications to the electronics industrial sector
concerning Ban Amendment.

(i)  Twelfth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel
Convention (COP-12), 4-15 May 2015, Geneva, Switzerland

13. The Meeting noted the information from Indonesia that the upcoming
Twelfth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention will be
held on 4-15 May 2015, Geneva, Switzerland.
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@iii)  ASEAN-UNEP IETC Joint Activities on Waste Management

14. The Meeting noted that the Concept Note on ASEAN-UNEP IETC Joint
Activities on Waste Management as in ANNEX 6 was endorsed by AWGMEA ad-
referendum. The Meeting noted that the joint activities include the following:

(i) Scoping Study on Waste Management in ASEAN Countries
The study is proposed to be carried out by the Asian Institute of
Technology (AIT) under close supervision of Environment Division of the
ASEAN Secretariat and UNEP IETC through a small scale funding
agreement (SSFA) of USD 50,000.

(i) Scoping Study on E-Waste Management in ASEAN Countries
The study is proposed to be carried out by Basel Convention Regional
Centre for Southeast Asia (BCRC-SEA) under close supervision of ASEAN
Environment Division and UNEP IETC through a small scale funding
agreement (SSFA) of USD 50,000.

(iif) Scoping Study on Mercury Waste Inventory
The study will possibly be carried out by Asian Institute of Technology or
Minamata Institute under close supervision of Environment Division of the
ASEAN Secretariat and UNEP IETC through a small scale funding
agreement (SSFA) of USD 50,000.

15. The Meeting noted the update by Mr. Surendra Shrestha, Director of UNEP
IETC, that UNEP IETC and the ASEAN Secretariat will work together to develop
the Terms of Reference for the above studies and discuss with AIT and BCRC-
SEA respectively on the working arrangements for the implementation of the
studies.

16. The Meeting noted that the studies are expected to be completed and
reported to the AWGMEA by the next AWGMEA Meeting in 2015. The Meeting
noted that the outcomes and recommendations from the studies could serve as
the basis for potential collaboration and implementation of concrete activities on
waste management under the purview of AWGMEA.

17.  The Meeting noted that UNEP IETC is based in Osaka, Japan, and has a
mandate to disseminate environmentally sound technology to developing
countries and countries in transition, with a focus on waste management in Asia,
Africa and Latin America.

Action: ASEAN Secretariat, UNEP IETC, AIT

(iv) BCRC-SEA Proposal on_Regional Database Development on
Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes Management in ASEAN Countries

18. The Meeting recalled that the BCRC-SEA Proposal on Regional Database
Development on Hazardous Chemicals and Wastes Management in ASEAN
Countries, as in ANNEX 7, has been discussed at previous AWGMEA Meetings.
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19. The Meeting noted that the Proposal is complementary to the ASEAN-
UNEP IETC Scoping Study on E-Waste Management, and can potentially be
implemented as a follow-up to the Scoping Study. The Meeting agreed to merge
the BCRC-SEA proposal with the ASEAN-UNEP IETC Scoping Study on E-Waste
Management.

20. The Meeting noted the information from Indonesia of the BCRC-SEA
activities in 2014: (i) Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment (27-29 May
2014, Jakarta); (ii)) 2nd Environment Working Group (EWG) on Environmentally
Sound Management (29-31 May 2014, Jakarta); (iii) Inter-Agency Workshop on
the Sound Management of Industrial Chemicals, with Special Emphasis on
Asbestos, for the Asia-Pacific Region (29 September - 1 October 2014, Jakarta)

Agenda Item 6.2: Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
(PIC) Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International Trade

) Ninth Meeting of the Chemical Review Committee (CRC.9), 22-25
October 2013, Rome, Italy.

21. The Meeting noted Thailand’s presentation on the outcomes of the Ninth of
the Chemical Review Committee (CRC 9) held on 22-25 October 2013 in Rome,
Italy, as in ANNEX 8.

22. The Meeting noted the key decisions of CRC-9, which include, among
others, the recommendation to list Methamidophos and Trichlorfon as pesticides,
and Fenthion 640 ULV as severely hazardous pesticide formulation in Annex Il of
the Convention. The Meeting also noted that CRC-10 is scheduled to be held on
20-24 October 2014 in Rome, Italy. The Meeting noted that Malaysia and Thailand
will be the Asia-Pacific representatives in the CRC from May 2014 to April 2017.

(i) Seventh Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam
Convention (COP-7), 4-15 May 2015, Geneva Switzerland.

23. The Meeting noted Thailand’s presentation on the upcoming Seventh
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention (COP-7)
which will be held on 4-15 May 2015 in Geneva Switzerland, as in ANNEX 9. The
Meeting noted that aside from COP-7, 2-day regional meetings will also be held in
March-April 2015 to assist with regional preparatory process.

24. The Meeting noted the anticipated issues to be discussed at the upcoming
COP-7, which include (i) review of the status of implementation of Rotterdam
Convention, (ii) consideration of chemicals for inclusion in Annex Ill to the
Convention (e.g. Chrysotile asbestos, liquid formulation containing paraquat,
dichloride, Trichlorfon, Fenthion 640 ULV, and Methamidophos), (iii) nomination of
governments as experts to the Chemical Review Committee, and (iv) Non-
compliance mechanism.

25.  The Meeting noted (i) possible ASEAN’s common position in supporting the
inclusion of proposed chemicals to Annex Il to the Convention, (i) ASEAN’s
potential collective request of technical assistance programme to address
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common needs of AMS, and (iii) nomination of CRC or Bureau members
representing ASEAN sub-region as part of the Asia-Pacific representatives.

Agenda Item 6.3: Stockholm  Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POPs)

() Ninth Meeting of the Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee
(POPRCY9) to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs), 14-18 October 2013, Geneva, Switzerland

(i) Seventh Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm
Convention (COP-7), 4-15 May 2015, Geneva, Switzerland

26. The Meeting noted the presentation by ASEAN Secretariat on behalf of Viet
Nam as the lead country for Stockholm Convention, on the Ninth Meeting of the
Persistent Organic Pollutants Review Committee (POPRC9) to the Stockholm
Convention held on 14-18 October 2013 in Rome, ltaly, and the upcoming 7"
meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP-7) to the Stockholm Convention
which will be held on 4-15 May 2015 in Geneva, Switzerland, as in ANNEX 10.

Agenda Item 6.4: Minamata Convention on Mercury

(1) Meeting of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries for the Minamata
Convention on Mercury, 7-8 October 2013, Kumamoto, Japan

27. The Meeting noted the information from Indonesia that the Meeting of the
Conference of Plenipotentiaries for the Minamata Convention on Mercury was
held on 7-8 October 2013, Kumamoto, Japan. The Meeting noted that the Meeting
discussed the key provisions on the following issues, and the implications on the
rights and obligations of Parties to the Convention: (i) emissions and release, (ii)
artisanal and small-scale gold mining, (iii) supply, trade and storage, (iv) waste
and contaminated sites, (v) products and processes.

(i)  Eirst Workshop in Support for the Ratification and Early
Implementation of the Minamata Convention on Mercury, 19-21 March
2014 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

28. The Meeting noted the information from Malaysia that the First Workshop in
Support for the Ratification and Early Implementation of the Minamata Convention
on Mercury was held on 19-21 March 2014 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The
Meeting noted that the Workshop among others reviewed the legal obligations of
Parties to the Convention and recommended to the upcoming INC that some
definitions in the Convention be further defined for clarity.

29. The Meeting agreed for AMS to share information on respective best
practices related to mercury waste management at the next Meeting.

30. The Meeting noted the status of signing of the Minamata Convention as
follows:
e Brunei Darussalam is having internal consultation among agencies on the
signing of the Convention.
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e Cambodia signed the Convention on 10 October 2013 and is now
developing national policy and strategic plan on best management
practices on waste management, and conducting Minamata initial
assessment in 3 Asian countries, i.e. Cambodia, Pakistan and Philippines.

¢ Indonesia signed the Convention on 10 October 2013 and is now preparing
for national inventory plan and national action plan on mercury
management activities.

e Malaysia is currently studying the relevant legal framework towards signing
the Convention.

e Singapore signed the Convention on 10 October 2013 and is now framing
the policies towards the implementation of the Convention.

e Thailand is having internal consultation regarding the signing and
ratification of the Convention.

31. The Meeting noted that Cambodia received funding support from GEF for
capacity building upon signing of the Convention. The Meeting noted the
information from UNEP IETC of available allocation of USD200,000 for capacity
building if AMS signs the Convention before the end of GEF-5 in July 2014. The
Meeting noted that the only requirement to receive the funding support is a formal
letter of request to UNEP IETC.

32. The Meeting requested Cambodia to share information to other AMS
through the ASEAN Secretariat concerning its experience in requesting funding
support from GEF.

(i)  Sixth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on
Mercury (INC 6), 3-7 November 2014, Bangkok, Thailand

33. The Meeting noted the information from Thailand that the upcoming Sixth
Session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee on Mercury (INC 6) will
be held on 3-7 November 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand.

34. The Meeting noted the anticipated issues to be discussed at INC-6, which
include (i) procedural issues required by the Convention (e.g. report format and
exemptions, (ii) policy discussion (e.g. relationship with GEF and development of
specific international programme).

Agenda Item 6.5: Other Chemicals-Related Issues

35. The Meeting noted the information from Indonesia that the upcoming
Ordinary Meetings of the Conferences of the Parties to Basel Convention,
Rotterdam Convention and Stockholm Convention will be held on 4-15 May 2015
in Geneva, Switzerland.
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Agenda Item 7: Review of Atmosphere-related Events & Activities

Agenda Item 7.1: Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer

(1) 25" Meeting of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, 21-25 October
2013, Bangkok, Thailand

36. The Meeting noted the presentation by Malaysia and Thailand on the
outcomes of the 25" Meeting of the Parties (MOP) to the Montreal Protocol held
on 21-25 October 2013 in Bangkok, Thailand, as in ANNEX 11.

37. The Meeting noted that the MOP adopted 21 decisions, among others, (i)
issues related to extension for the use of CFC and Methylbromide and (ii) TOR for
the study on the 2015-2017 replenishment of the multilateral fund for the
implementation of the Montreal Protocol.

38. The Meeting noted that 2 amendment proposals were proposed to phase
down HFC production and consumption, but decision was not reached. Some
Parties supported to convene a workshop in 2014 related to HFCs.

39. The Meeting noted that MOP-26 will be held in November 2014 at the
Secretariat in Paris, France.

(i) 34th Meeting of the Open-Ended Working Group of the Parties to the
Montreal Protocol, 14-18 July 2014, Paris, France

40. The Meeting noted the information from Malaysia that the upcoming
OEWG-34 will be held on 14-18 July 2014 in Paris, France, back-to-back with
Workshop on Hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) Management on 11-12 July 2014, in
which one of the issues to be discussed is the proposed adjustment and
amendment to Montreal Protocol, such as HFC phase-down. The Meeting noted
that the Ozone Secretariat received one proposal from Canada, Mexico and USA
and one proposal from Macronesia, both seeking to phase down HFC.

Agenda Item 7.2: Other Atmosphere-related Issues

41.  There were no other atmosphere-related issues discussed.
Agenda Item 8: Other Matters

Agenda Item 8.1: Update of AWGMEA Focal Points

42. The Meeting reviewed and updated the list of AWGMEA national focal
points, as in ANNEX 12.

Agenda Item 8.2: Participation of AMS and AWGMEA Agenda

43. The Meeting noted with concern the low representation of AMS in
AWGMEA meetings. The Meeting recognised the need for AMS to make the best
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use of the Working Group for maximum benefits and increased sense of
ownership, to promote higher representation of AMS in future meetings.

44.  The Meeting agreed to make use of the AWGMEA meetings as a forum not
only to share information on the progress of implementation/negotiations in
atmosphere and chemicals-related conventions, but also to exchange information
on national-level efforts to implement the MEAS, to endeavour to achieve common
understanding/positions, and to initiate and support the implementation of
concrete regional activities, such as ASEAN-UNEP IETC joint activities on waste
management, to contribute to AMS’ capacity to implement MEAs.

45.  The Meeting agreed to restructure future AWGMEA meeting agendas into
3 main agenda items: (i) updates on the discussions/negotiations at international
level on atmosphere- and chemicals-related conventions, (ii) review of progress of
implementation of ongoing regional projects and consideration of new proposals,
and (iii) updates on national-level implementation of relevant MEAs. The Meeting
also welcomed UNEP IETC to attend future AWGMEA meetings as observer.

Action: ASEAN Secretariat
Agenda Item 9: Date and Venue of Next Meeting

46. The Meeting noted that, following the order of alphabetical rotation, the 19™
Meeting of AWGMEA will be held in Cambodia in 2015. Cambodia will inform
AWGMEA through ASEAN Secretariat on the proposed dates and venue of the
Meeting in due course upon internal consultation.

Action: Cambodia
Agenda Item 10: Consideration and Adoption of Meeting Report

47.  The Meeting adopted the Report of the 18" Meeting of the ASEAN Working
Group on Multilateral Environmental Agreements.
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